
 

OMWA elects new president, executive, at AGM 
 

At its AGM in Toronto last week, the Ontario Municipal Water Association elected Mike Mortimer, 
Manager of Environmental Services for the City of Stratford, as its new president. 

“I am excited to be able to take on the role as President of the OMWA and am committed to leading the 
organization and carrying on the dedicated efforts of past presidents,” Mortimer said. “As the water and 
wastewater industry landscape continues to evolve, it is imperative that the OMWA continuously 
reflects on our mission statement, our mandates and why we do what we do. Our main purpose has 
always been to advocate on behalf of our municipal members, to work with the province’s MECP on the 
policies, procedures, and governance issues that directly impact our members municipalities and our 
First Nations.“ 

Mortimer added, “I am committed, through increased engagement from our members combined with 
continued collaborative efforts with other stakeholders, to lead the OMWA into the next decade and to 
continue to fulfil this purpose.” 

Also elected to the board executive were Mark Howson, of Sault Ste. Marie Public Utilities, as first vice-
president, and Peter Chilibeck, of Lakefront Utility Services Inc., returns as board chair. OMWA will be 
recruiting new board members to replace those retiring, in early 2020. 

Outgoing president, Rosemary Kelleher-MacLennan, congratulated the new board of directors and their 
choice, saying, “Mike is a dedicated, astute leader and I know the OMWA will excel under his direction. 
The OMWA Board of Directors has immense dedication and understanding for our water and municipal 
issues. We are fortunate to have Mike as the new incoming President.” 

At the meeting, the board also engaged in a strategic planning workshop, facilitated by former municipal 
councillor and marketing director, Kevin Lloyd. The board is preparing an updated strategic plan for 
2020, which will be posted on the OMWA website early next year. 

Attached backgrounders: 

Mike Mortimer’s CV.  Mike’s photograph can be downloaded from the website at 
www.omwa.org/water3/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/MM-Resized.jpg 

Message from outgoing president Rosemary Kelleher-MacLennan 

For more information, please contact: 

Ed Houghton, CEO, ehoughton@omwa.org  
or communications@omwa.org 

  



 

Message from outgoing OMWA president, Rosemary Kelleher-
MacLennan 
 

The past 21 years, participating on the Ontario Municipal Water Association have been an immense 
honour and perhaps one of the most consequential chapters of my career life. 

From the deregulation of Ontario Hydro, the dissemination of most municipal Public Utility Commissions 
across Ontario, municipal amalgamations, the Walkerton tragedy and its subsequent inquiry, the 
inception of the Clean Water Act, Drinking Water Source Protection, six municipal and provincial 
elections, and seven federal elections, I have seen one constant that keeps rising to the forefront: 
partnerships. Collaboration and working together towards common goals provide focused, high-quality 
outcomes. 

The OMWA has worked in partnership with many water-related associations and groups, including the 
Ontario Water Works Association, Ontario Water Equipment Association, Water Environmental 
Association Ontario, Association of Municipalities of Ontario, The Canadian Water and Wastewater 
Association, and WaterTap, to name a few. Such collaborative efforts have made us all more aware and 
successful in addressing the “One Water” concept.   

The OMWA embraces and endorses the belief that, “All water and water issues are related.” We believe 
that working together with our partners we will all excel and succeed for the betterment of the entire 
province. 

It is with confidence that I am handing the torch to our incoming President, Mike Mortimer. Mike has 
served two years on the OMWA board as a director. He brings to the table both a high involvement and 
passion for water and the environment in our province. 

Mike is a dedicated, astute leader and I know the OMWA will excel under his direction. The OMWA 
Board of Directors has immense dedication and understanding for our water and municipal issues. We 
are fortunate to have Mike as the new incoming President 

Congratulations to Mike and the OMWA 2019 Board of Directors, 

Best Regards in water, 

 

Rosemary Kelleher-MacLennan 
Deputy Mayor, Trent Hills 
Rosemary.Kelleher-MacLennan@trenthills.ca 

 



 

 


